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burnt. But ultimately the forces of the Tsar proved to be too
strong for the half-organized peasants, and the latter were
defeated. Pugachev was captured, taken to Moscow, clapped
into an iron cage and exhibited to the people: thereafter he was
publicly quartered. The Reign of Terror then took another
form. It was the peasants' turn to be slaughtered. The leaders
were broken on the wheel or otherwise tortured, and many of
the rank and file were hung; there was widespread devastation
of the c ountry-side. For the moment the peasantry were crushed,
but even this did not destroy their spirit, for some fifteen years
later further revolts started.

A strange feature of the history of the peasant revolts is that
the Cossacks, who took a leading part in the early risings, in
later years became attached to the imperial cause and were
constantly employed in crushing these outbreaks.

With such surroundings and in such an atmosphere lived the
Russian peasant for three hundred years. He was much
oppressed; he may often have been compelled to work four or
five or even six days a week on the lord's land, in which case he
might have to cultivate his own land by moonlight. Neverthe-
less he somehow managed to find time to carry on a social life
of his own with numerous festivals prescribed by the Church or
ordained by custom, on which he donned his gay clothing,
danced, sang, and drank,

Something remains to be said of the history of Russian serf-
dom, of the enfranchisement of the peasants and of the events
that followed that enfranchisement. The story can only be told
in bare outline, ignoring of course many important details. At
the time when Michael Romanov came to the throne,1 slaves,
serfs, and freemen were being rapidly absorbed into a single
serf class. And though freer conditions were maintained on the
State properties, this tendency went on on the private estates,
and more and more the fine gradations from slave to free
peasant that had been characteristic of earlier times were ironed
out and a uniform serf class created. Concurrently the burdens
of the serfs became heavier. Moreover, in the latter half of the

1 See p. 137.